THE DIBLEY QUARTET

Julia Dibley holds her MMus with First Class Honours majoring in Performance Violin from the University of Auckland, New Zealand. While a student there she won the University Concerto Competition, the Auckland Chamber Music Society Competition and graduated as Senior Scholar. Julia has been Associate Concertmaster of the New Zealand National Youth Orchestra, has appeared as soloist with the Auckland Youth Orchestra, Auckland Youth Chamber Orchestra and the University of Auckland Orchestra and has been a prize winner at the Gisborne International Music Competition and the Rotorua National Recital Competition. She has been the recipient of a number of scholarships including the New Zealand Post Young Musician of the Year Award (Auckland), the Alex Lindsay Memorial Prize, the Aotea Performing Arts Trust Award and several scholarships and prizes from the University of Auckland including the Fowlds Memorial Prize for 'most distinguished student' in the Faculty of Music. Julia is currently studying with Yuri Torchinsky at the Royal Northern College of Music.

Violinist Christine Barley was awarded the Brodsky Memorial Scholarship entrance award to the Royal Northern College of Music in September 2003.  She is currently studying the violin with Richard Ireland and is preparing to take a Postgraduate Diploma in Performance in May 2004.  Christine plays second violin in the Dibley quartet, formed at the Royal Northern College of Music in 2003.  The Dibley quartet have had lessons with Dr. Christopher Rowland and coaching from the Endellion quartet.  The quartet performed in the Royal Northern College of Music’s prestigious ‘Quartetfest’, and won second prize in the Nossek competition at the college.

Christine won the Morfydd Owen String Scholarship to study at Cardiff University in September 2000, and graduated in June 2003 with a first-class honours degree in Music.  Whilst at Cardiff, she led the University Chamber and Symphony Orchestras, and performed the Beethoven violin concerto and the Mozart A major concerto with the Chamber Orchestra and Rhondda Symphony Orchestra.  

Whilst at School in Bristol, Christine was awarded the Rotary Young Musician of the Year and was a member of the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain for four years.

Siân Stuart was born in South Africa & moved Wales when she was six, later moving to Newbury. She started to play the violin aged eight with the Berkshire Young Musicians Trust and progressed to the Royal Northern College of Music in 1998, where she studied violin with Steven Wilkie & gained B Mus honours degree. Siân started to study the viola with Mark Knight two years ago, also at the RNCM, progressing towards a Postgraduate Diploma. She also studies Baroque viola with Annette Isserlis. As part of her chamber music course, Siân has been lucky enough to work with members of the Endellion Quartet, Fitzwilliam Quartet & Sorrel Quartet as well as Dr. Christopher Rowland & Roger Bigley. Siân has taken part in many of the International Quartet Festivals at the RNCM, including two first performances of new works this year. Recently, Siân came second in the Nosek String Quartet Prize held at the RNCM with the quartet she is playing with today. Outside of music Siân loves to travel & recent excursions have included Sarawak & Sabah, on Borneo, the Island of Langkawi, Malaysia & Italy. On the less costly side she enjoys cooking, reading & walking in the mountains.

Jessica Sullivan was born in Nottingham and started playing the cello aged nine.  She read music at Bristol University, holding the Thomas Beecham Performance Scholarship, and studied cello with Ioan Davies.  She graduated in 2002, and after a year working in concerts administration at Lakeside Arts Centre Nottingham, she took up a place at the Royal Northern College of Music in September 2003, studying with Hannah Roberts.  Jessica has played as principal cellist with both the RNCM Symphony Orchestra and the Britten-Pears Orchestra, and has recently worked with the Hallé.  As a chamber musician Jessica has performed at the Albert Hall with the Festival of Music for Youth, and is enjoying working with her recently formed string quartet.  In the last 6 months they have premiered a work by Ailis ni Riardin at QuartetFest 2004, received coaching from the Endellion String Quartet and were runners up in the RNCM Nossek Prize. 

Jessica enjoys performing as both a concerto soloist and recitalist.  She has performed recitals in Nottingham, Bristol and most recently Campbeltown, and has played the Saint-Saens Cello Concerto, Shostakovich’s Cello Concerto no.1 and the Elgar Cello Concerto with orchestras in Nottingham and Bristol.  She has participated in masterclasses with Steven Doane, Robert Cohen, and Jane Salmon, and in Summer 2004 will be participating in a master class at the Gloucester Three Choirs Festival with Raphael Wallfisch.  Upon completing her study at the Royal Northern, Jessica hopes to combine freelance orchestral work with further chamber music study and performance.
