Illuminati

Two years ago, four student musicians at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama were brought together as a wind quartet to participate in a composition competition.  Recognising the challenge and enjoyment of wind quartet repertoire, Katie Punter (flute), Marian Gray (oboe), 

Susannah Hallas (clarinet) and Fraser Gordon (bassoon) continued to work together as a regular chamber group, and thus Illuminati came into being.  Based in Glasgow, the group has performed regularly within Scotland and over the border since its formation.  They have been invited back to Carlisle's Music in the Cathedral series on a number of occasions.

Katie Punter (flute)


As a member of Exeter College’s Chamber Orchestra Katie was a soloist when the orchestra won its section in the National Festival of Music for Youth in London’s Queen Elizabeth Hall.  A recipient of many scholarships and awards for her playing, Katie is currently studying for a Masters Degree in Performance at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama under Richard Blake, Allison Mitchell and Janet Richardson (piccolo).  In 2004 she won the RSAMD Governors’ Recital Competition and the John Macgregor Flute Prize.  She performs regularly with the Academy’s orchestras as well as with a number of professional Scottish ensembles, including the RSNO, Scottish Opera and Edinburgh Grand Opera Company.  She is also a frequent participant in the Academy’s Outreach Programme, bringing music workshops to schools.



Marian Gray (oboe)


After graduating from Birmingham Conservatoire where she studied with Richard Weigall, Jenni Phillips and George Caird, Marian moved to Glasgow in 2001 to study at the RSAMD under Stephane Rancourt (RSNO,Halle) and completed her Masters Degree in Performance 2003.  As an undergraduate she won a place on the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra Training Scheme, and was also selected to participate in the RSNO Apprenticeship Scheme in 2003.  During her studies at the RSAMD Marian undertook regular outreach work in schools as a member of the Onegin Wind Quintet.  Based in Glasgow, she is now working as a freelance oboist and has toured with Scottish Ballet and performed with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra and the RSNO.



Susannah Hallas (clarinet)


Susannah has been playing the clarinet since she was eight, although until the age of eighteen her main instrument was the recorder.  The clarinet became her principal study whilst at New College, Oxford (where she graduated with a degree in English in 2000) and she held principal positions with several leading Oxford orchestras.  Her numerous appearances as a soloist include a recent performance of Weber’s first clarinet concerto with the Glasgow Orchestral Society.  She has completed a Masters Degree in Performance at the RSAMD under Yann Ghiro (Principal Clarinet, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra).  In 2002 she was the recipient of the Olive Young Memorial Award.



Fraser Gordon (bassoon)


Born and educated in Edinburgh, Fraser began violin lessons at the age of nine, taking up the bassoon in secondary school. After graduating in July 2002 from the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama with a BA in Musical Studies for violin, Fraser decided to continue his bassoon studies at the Academy and is currently in his third year of the BMus (Performance) course studying with Janet Bloxwich, David Hubbard and Alan Warhurst.  Fraser is qualified in the Suzuki teaching method and has taught the violin for the RSAMD Youth Works department for five years. He has been employed for several RSAMD outreach projects across Scotland, as well as giving workshops with the RSNO Children’s Classic Concerts and GOALS Access Schemes.  In 2005 Fraser was selected to participate in the 2005-2006 RSNO Apprenticeship Scheme and was successful in winning the RSAMD Mozart Concerto Competition, creating the opportunity to perform as a soloist in Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante with the RSAMD’s Symphony Orchestra. 
