 

Veya Saxophone Quartet

 

“The commitment and focus by all the players was immense and they worked as a unit. The Veya performance was one of the very best, I was delighted.”
-         Composer Graham Fitkin about the performance of his work STUB
 

“The Veya Saxophone Quartet has achieved a very high standard of performance. As with all successful ensembles, they have managed to create a whole that is greater than the sum of its parts, and have an individual sound and style that will serve them well in the years to come.”
-
Yehudi Menuhin Live Music Now! Scheme
 
“I loved the way you took risks, and the level of intensity was white-hot. I know the piece is in very good hands. My heartfelt thanks.”

-
John Casken, on our BBC Proms & BBC Radio 3 performance of his composition    

 

The Veya Saxophone Quartet was formed in 2000 by graduates of the Royal Northern College of Music, and takes their name from ‘Veya’- the ancient god of wind.

 

Concerts have included classical and contemporary recitals at the R.N.C.M as appointed ‘Young Artists’, St Martin in the Fields Lunchtime Series (London), Whitworth Art Gallery (Manchester), Lady Lever Art Gallery (Liverpool), Tithebarn Centre (Liverpool), Rosehill Theatre (Cumbria), The Urbis centre and Town Hall (Manchester), as well as performing in the Jersey, Rotherham, Chorlton, Barton-On-Humber, Peterborough, Cheltenham, and Pennine Spring Music Festivals.

 

They have a versatile repertoire, reflecting the diversity of the saxophone, and have been involved in the premieres of works by Australian (Gerard Brophy), American (Elliott Schwartz) and Cuban composers - performing the first performance out of America of ‘Qué Saxy’ by Guido Lopez Gavillan. They have also premiered works by quartet members Mark White (‘New Work’ for Quartet and CD) and Simon Murray (‘Pierre Musicale’ for Quartet and Mezzo-Soprano). 

 

As well as formal recitals the quartet also undertake both corporate and private functions providing light background music. Such recent engagements have included providing entertainment for the Orient Express Train, Stalybridge & Hyde Splash, Ashton Street Festival, the Royal Navy, the Duchess of Kent, Medico-Legal, Allied Dunbar, Gascoigne Halman, Warwick Festival and the Rotary Club.

 

The quartet is part of the ‘Live Music Now!’ scheme, which involves them performing and leading workshops to a wide range of diverse audiences, from special needs children to playing in elderly people’s homes. In April 2004 they performed for ‘L.M.N!’ at the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester, in a concert sponsored by BBC Children in Need. They have also worked with children in the national ‘Come and Play’ scheme – providing music activities to after school clubs in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire.

 

In July 2004 the quartet were invited to perform as part of the BBC 2004 Proms, in which they performed  ‘Nearly Distant’ by John Casken, which was also broadcast live on Radio 3. 

 

Forthcoming concerts include performances for Harris Music Club (Preston) and Warwick Arts Festival. Also planned are the European Premieres of Elliott Schwartz’s ‘Hall of Mirrors’ and of ‘Concerto Sinfonico’ – Concerto for Saxophone Quartet and Orchestra by Nicholas Flagello, with the English Pro Musica, Orchestra of the City (St Paul’s Church, Knightsbridge, London – Friday 6th May 2005) and the City of Derby Concert Orchestra (St Mary’s Church, Wirksworth, Derbyshire – Saturday 14th May 2005).

 

For further information please email veyasaxquartet@aol.com or follow the links and visit us at www.livemusic4u.co.uk 

 

 

 

Mark White (Soprano Saxophone)

 

Mark obtained his music degree from the Royal Northern College of Music in 2003. He was previously principal saxophone of the National Youth Wind Orchestra of Great Britain and now works with Big Bands, Wind ensembles and new music groups throughout the North West.

 

He has played in many orchestras for musical theatre on Saxophone, Clarinet and Piano and regularly works recording sessions. Mark also appears on numerous television shows including working on ‘Stars In Their Eyes’ and the ITV drama ‘Island At War’.

 

Besides his classical playing Mark also plays many jazz gigs having appeared with other ensembles at festivals including Manchester Jazz Festival and the Jersey Jazz Festival. 

 

Mark is also a composer and arranger, working in a diverse range of styles including music for the quartet. He is currently concentrating on music for media and film, as well as writing and producing a pop album with quartet member Simon Murray. Mark’s website at www.markwhitemedia.co.uk will be open shortly.

 

 

Fiona Asbury (Alto Saxophone)
 

In 2000, Fiona was awarded a scholarship by the Associated Board to study saxophone at the RNCM, where she studied with Rob Buckland. Whilst a student at the College, she was awarded the RNCM’s highest performance award, the Professional Performance Diploma, (PPRNCM). She has since graduated with a first class honours degree. During Fiona’s four years at the RNCM, she appeared in master classes with John Harle, Ken Radnofsky and Phil Woods.

Fiona came second in the 2000 Cheshire Young Musician of the Year Competition, hosted by the Manchester Camerata. In 2003, she won the RNCM Saxophone Concerto Competition and as a result performed Ingolf Dahl’s Saxophone Concerto with the RNCM Wind Orchestra. Fiona also performed with the RNCM Wind Orchestra on a recent tour to Holland, as well as performing with the RNCM Saxophone Orchestra at the Cardiff and Berlin Saxophone Congresses. She was also invited to perform a solo with the North Cheshire Concert Band. In February 2004, Fiona reached the semi-finals of the Liverpool Young Musician of the Year.

 

She has always been fascinated by the versatility of the saxophone, as it is equally suited to both jazz and contemporary classical music. However, she is keen to promote the saxophone as a respected solo instrument and welcomes new compositions for the instrument. 

 

 

Jenny Lyons (Tenor Saxophone)

 

Jenny graduated from the Royal Northern College of Music in 2004. Whilst studying at the College, she was also awarded the RNCM’s highest performance award, the Professional Performance Diploma (PPRNCM). At the RNCM she performed with the RNCM Big Band and Wind Orchestra as well as being a member of the Veya Saxophone Quartet.

 

She has performed at the Cheltenham, Peterborough, Pennine Spring and Spitalfields Festivals. Jenny has also given performances at the British Saxophone Congress in Cardiff and in the International Festival of Saxophone Ensembles in Berlin. 

 

As part of a commission that includes her previous tutor Andy Scott, Jenny is part of the Worldwide Tenor Saxophone Consortium. As a member, she will be premiering a new Tenor Saxophone piece, with CD, by Graham Fitkin that will be performed in April 2005.

 

 

Simon Murray (Baritone Saxophone)

 

Simon graduated from the Royal Northern College of Music in 2002. As well as his studies in Manchester, Simon also studied at the New England Conservatory in Boston, USA. He is a former member of the National Youth Music Theatre (actor and musician), and was also first clarinettist for the National Youth Wind Orchestra of Great Britain.

 

In 1998 Simon became Staffordshire Young Musician of the Year and in the same year received the Outstanding Jazz Improvisation Prize and had a composition performed in the Queen Elizabeth Hall, London, at the National Festival of Music for Youth.

 

As a student at the RNCM Simon was a member of the RNCM Big Band for two years. He also performed with the RNCM Wind Orchestra at the Royal Festival Hall and in Warsaw, Poland in the International Contemporary Music Festival.

He now works as a freelance musician and teacher of saxophone, clarinet, flute, piano and tuba. Since graduating Simon has played for the professional tour productions of ‘The Marriage of Figaro’, ‘Annie’, ‘Beauty and the Beast’, Fiddler on the Roof’, ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ and ‘Summer Holiday’. He has appeared as soloist with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, has performed with the New Festival Orchestra, the British Concert Philharmonic Orchestra and has recorded with the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra. He is currently second clarinettist for the English Pro Musica. 

 

Simon’s other musical passion is Urban/Pop music and he is the lyricist and singer of ‘Whiteboy Productions’ – a pop production/song writing company, which he co-founded in 2002 with quartet member Mark White.

