Kaoru Yamada (violin) graduated from Toho Gakuen School of Music in Tokyo, where she studied with Namiko Umezu and Koichiro Harada. In 2001 she gained a scholarship to the Royal Academy of Music as a post-graduate where she studied with Richard Deakin, completed with Dip RAM in 2004. During this time, she has performed regularly in Tokyo and has been playing in the Seiji Ozawa Opera Project and Saito Kinen Festival in Japan.

Kaoru enjoys varied career as soloist, chamber musician and orchestra player.

She has performed Berg Chamber Concerto with Cambridge Chamber Orchestra

As a violist of Pour quoi Piano Trio, they performed in Japan, France and UK.

She has worked with several orchestras in UK such as Northern Sinfonia, Hallé Orchestra, Scottish Chamber Orchestra and is on trial as sub-principal second violin with the Ulster Orchestra
Recently she had a debut recital at the Wigmore Hall in April 2006 awarded by the Kirckman Concert Society. 
Sholto Kynoch read Music at Worcester College, Oxford, before accepting a scholarship to the postgraduate accompanists_ course at the Royal Academy of Music to study with Michael Dussek and Malcolm Martineau. At the RAM he won several prizes for both song and chamber music. He then completed his studies, supported by the Leverhulme Trust, with Graham Johnson and Ronan O_Hora at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, where he now holds a Junior Fellowship. 

He is the founder and artistic director of the Oxford Lieder Festival (for details see www.oxfordlieder.co.uk), where he has given more than 30 song recitals over the past four years. Other performances include a recital at St Martin in the Fields, and the settings of Verlaine as part of the complete songs of Faur at the GSMD. He is also the pianist of the Prometheus Piano Trio, winners of the Thames Valley Young Musicians_ Platform and the Anglo-Czechoslovak Award. The trio has performed around the UK, as well as giving a concert at the Martinu Hall in Prague. 

Other recent performances include James Macmillan_s Fourtenn Little Pictures as part of the Macmillan Festival in the Barbican, the Schnberg Chamber Symphony at the GSMD Chamber Music Festival and the Elliott Carter Duo for violin and piano, also in a festival of the composer_s work at the Barbican. In August 2005 he performed two major chamber works by Marc-Andr Dalbavie in a _Composer Portrait_ concert in the Royal Albert Hall as part of the BBC Proms, broadcast on BBC Radio 3. Sholto also participated in the 2005 Paxos International Music Festival in Greece. In April this year, he made his debut at the Wigmore Hall with his duo partner, violinist Kaoru Yamada.

